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ment of which is dependent upon our will, that it becomes
productive of sound. It depends, therefore, entirely
upon our will whether the air, which is to be employed
in the formation of sound, is with or without tone, in
that part of the air-passage in which sound is created,
the articulate sound which results owing its character to
the choice thus made. We have here, therefore, a means
of considerably increasing the number of our elements
of speech.

The Vocal Chords and their Tension.

The larynx is the highest portion of the windpipe,
which is traversed by the expired air immediately before
its entrance into the pharynx. Being in direct communi-
cation with the windpipe on the one hand, and with the
pharynx on the other, it is in this respect simply a por-
tion of the windpipe; its peculiar significance is due to
the fact that it contains an apparatus for the production
of tone, towards which the windpipe, as a rule, acts
as "porte-vent" ("wind-trunk" of an organ), and the
pharynx as "resonance tube." Under certain conditions
of rare occurrence this relation may, indeed, be reversed,
tone being produced in the larynx by an inspired current
of air. The tones produced in the larynx constitute the
voice, which stands in a distinct relation to speech. The
elements of the latter are only toneless noises; and just
as it is possible to make the voice heard without any arti-
culate sound, though it is generally accompanied by the
sound of some vowel, so it is equally possible, in whisper-
ing, to create articulate sounds without any admixture of
laryngeal tone. Ordinary audible speech consists, it is
true, of a mixture of voice and speech, a current of air
which has been thrown into sonant vibration by the
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